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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 306470 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /013 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:EURAVE:KSMITH 
APPROVED BY :EUR/WE:EMROWELL 

009789 241100Z/10 

R 232055Z DEC 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO AMEMBASSY LISBON 8955 

UNCLAS STATE 306470 

FOLLOWING REPEAT OSAF WASH DC/SAF/OIP P R 191901Z DEC 77 
SENT ACTION COMUSFORAZ TERCEIRA AZORES INFO USAF OEHL BROOKS 
ARB HQ AFLC WPAFB AMD BROOKS AFB HQ AFSC ANDREWS AFB 
HQ MAC SCOTT AFB 2LAF MCGUIRE AFB SECSTATE CINCLANT NORFOK 
OASD WASH DC DEC 19. 

QUOTE UNCLAS 

SUBJECT: MV VLCANUS CLEANING IN PONTA DELGADA AZ 

1 . REF COMUSFORAZ MSG 151935Z DEC 77 SAME SUBJECT. REQUESTING 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE. A MESSAGE HAS BEEN SENT FROM STATE DEPART- 
MENT (OES/EN/EN) TO AM EMBASSIES IN ATHENS. BONN.B REMEN, LISBON, 

MADRID. AND THE HAGUE. MESSAGE DATE TIME GROUP WAS 100028Z DEC 77. 

STATE DEPT REFERENCE NUMBER WAS LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 294831. 

PAGE 2 RUEFHQA5239 UNCLAS 

2. STATE DEPARTMENT MSG CONTAINS GUIDANCE. IT READS AS FOLLOWS, 

QUOTE. WHEN M/V VULCANUS (DUTCH OWNED INCINERATOR SHIP USED TO 
SUCCESSFULLY DISPOSE OF U.S. AIR FORCE STOCKS OF HERBICIDE ORANGE 
IN THE PACIFIC) RETURNED TO EUROPE FOR SCHEDULED INSPECTION/MAINTE- 
NANCE IN OCTOBER, MINUTE QUANTITIES OF TCDD (DIOXIN) WERE FOUND IN 
SOME RUST SAMPLES FROM THE CARGO TANKS AND TO A MUCH LESSER EXTENT 
NEAR SOME LOADING HATCHES. ALTHOUGH AMOUNTS OF DIOXIN FOUND (0.01 
TO 0.09 PARTS PER MILLION) ARE AT OR SLIGHTLY ABOVE OUR ANALYTICAL 
DETECTION LEVEL, IT WAS DEEMED DESIRABLE TO REMOVE RUST IN ORDER TO 
MINIMIZE ANY POTENTIAL RISKS TO SHIPYARD PERSONNEL DOING MAINTENANCE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 306470 

2. VULCANUS IS CURRENTLY IN ATLANTIC (AZORES) WHERE RUST WILL BE 
REMOVED BY APPROPRIATE CHEMICAL/MECHANICAL MEANS AND HANDLED IN 
ACCEPTABLE MANNER BY THE SHIP OWNERS. FURTHER TESTS WILL BE CAR- 
RIED OUT BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AFTER THIS CLEANING, AND SHIP 
OWNERS PLAN TO APPLY TO SHIPYARDS IN WEST GERMANY, SPAIN OR GREECE 
FOR NECESSARY MAINTENANCE. 3. ABOVE MAY BE USED ON IF ASKED ONLY 
BASIS IN RESPONDING TO QUERIES. IF FURTHER INFORMATION IS NEEDED 
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REFER QUESTION TO (STATE) DEPARTMENT, ATTENTION OES/ENP/EN. UNQUOTE. 

3. MR. GEORGE KINTER STATE DEPARTMENT OES/ENP/EN HAS BEEN ASKED TO 
RETRANSMIT TO AMCONSUL LAJES. 

PAGE 3 RUEFHQA5239 UNCLAS 

4. USAF PERSONNEL ARE WITH SHIP TO COLLECT SAMPLES FOR ANALYTICAL 
TESTS WHICH ARE BEING CONDUCTED IN THE UNITED STATES. UNDER USAF 
CONTRACT. USAF PERSONNEL ARE NOTSPOKESMEN FOR M/V VULCANUS. 

5. ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN THE M/V VULCANUS AND THE LOCAL PORT 
AUTHORITY SHOULD BE REFERRED TO SHIP OWNERS. REPRESENTATIVE IN 
ROTTERDAM IS MR. GERT HEINEMANN 010.67-1333. 

6. BASED ON FIRSTHANDOBSERVATION OF THE CLEANING OPERATIONS, 

THEY ARE BEING CARRIED OUT WITH STRICT REGARD FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AND INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE, AND THUS REPRESENT NO SIGNIFI- 
CANT HAZARD OR DANGER TO THE PORT. 

7. PLEASE ADVISE OF ANY PRESS ON THIS SUBJECT. 

8. PROJECT OFFICER IS CAPT HAWKSWORTH, AV 225-5766. 

UNQUOTE VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
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Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 
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Disposition Event: 
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Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 
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Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EUR/WE:KSMITH 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770481-0226 
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Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9771 220/aaaaaqph. tel 

Line Count: 79 
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Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 136513 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MV VLCANUS CLEANING IN PONTA DELGADA AZ 
TAGS: EWWT 
To: LISBON 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/55b4cafd-c1 88-ddl 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



